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BOSTON   H'i'SHLANDS, 


THK  PAGM^  Pl.ATTEr?. 

A  I-Iistory  of  the  Venera.b!e  Platter  Which 
Ha.s  Been  so  Long  Owned  and  Pre- 
served by  the  Page  Family. 

For  the  beiu'lit  and  pleasuic  of  the  preseiu 
i!;cueration  of  our  ffiinily,  I  have  studied  into  tho 
jrenealofrical  h^:^to^y  of  our  raotliev.^  in  their  auccstral 
order.  Tracing  back  the  maternal  Hue  as  shown  by 
the  initials  carved  upon  the  old  family  platter  -which 
recently  came  into  my  po.ssession.  In  ancient  times 
thers  were  nations  that  traced  their  descent  through 
the  female  line.  All  property  belonucd  to  tlic  mother. 
the  children  were  liers  j.lone  and  she  retained  her 
maiden  name.  I  will  call  this  work  of  mine  a  survival 
of  the  primitive  matiiarchate. 

I  commenced  with  grandmother  iK-borah  Page. 
and  from  the  records  I  found  that  her  motlier  was 
Hannah  Curtis,  who  was  the  daughter  of  IIaun;;h 
Linfield  (for  whom  Aunt  Hannah  was  named).  Han- 
nah Lintield  was  the  daughter  of  Elizabeth  Vinton 
and  the  grand-daughter  of  Rebecca  Fenno. 

This  corresponds  to  the  old  initials  on  the  platter 
that  belonged  so  long  to  irraudmother  Deborah  Patrc. 

The  initials  aic:  R.  F.;  E.  V.:  H.L.;  H.  C: 
1).  P.:    H.  L.  C. 

The  earliest  item  on  the  records  relating  to  this 
matter  is  the  birth  of  Rebecca  Fcuuo,  IGIO,  and  ttuu 
of  John  Fenno,  1G29.  He  is  the  father  of  the  R.  F. 
(Rebecca  P'enno)  the  first  one  named  on  the  platter. 

Tradition  declares  that  tliis  platter  was  brought 
from  London  in  li)35,  on  the  ship  Trueiovc,  by 
Rebecca  Fenno  (niolher  of  John  Fenno).  She  M'as 
born  in  Pmirland  in  PJIO.     Sl)e   came  to  ..his    countrv 


in  1035— age  25.  She  is  said  to  have  beer,  the  grand- 
mother of  tlie  Kebecca  FeuHO — iiuiiilier  two  — who  was 
boru  In  MJllou  iu  1GG2,  and  ^s■ho  married  Dtpeudence 
French,  and  who  was  our  irraudinother's  grent-grcat- 
graudmother. 

1  have  found  absolute  proof  of  tliis  relationship 
in  various  church  registers  and  court  documenis. 
baclv  to  1G29. 

Eeljecca  Fenno — number  two — was  tlie  dauliirler 
of  tlie  before  meuiioncd  Johu  Ferno  who  was  horn 
iu  1G20,  It  is  said  tliat  lie  was  tiie  son  of  the  Rebecca 
Fenno  who  came  over  on  the  sliip  Truelove,  though 
I  have  not  been  able  to  find  proof  of  the  relationship 
between  John  and  Rebecca,  Senior.  Fverjthing  else 
is  on  record. 

Whetlier  Rebecca  Feuno,  Junior,  received  the 
platter  from  her  mother,  (the  wife  of  Johii  Fenno.) 
or  from  her  graudmotlier  wiio  caine  from  England, 
"svill  never  be  defuutely  known,  or  wliether  she  j 
purchased  it  from  some  neighbor  wlio  brouglit  it  on  j 
another  ship.  I  can  go  no  farther  bact;  than  the  i 
records.  At  some  future  time  it  may  be  that  older  | 
papers  will  l)e  found.  i-j 

Rebecca  Fenno,  Junior,  had  her  initials  engraved  fj 
on  the  platter,  then  she  bequeathed  it  through  sue-  I 
cessive  generations  by  the  maternal  line.  It  bears  | 
the  initials  of  each  owner.  It  has  lately  been  \ 
engraved  by  its  present  possessor,  and  nov,-  bears  the  '' 
later  names  and  dates,  as  v,-fll  as  the  coat-of-arms  of  I 
the  family.     The  list  of  nan.t\s  as  it  stands  now  is:  '; 

Ufheofa  FoDLin  married  riepenclence  French t'>S  i 

Klixahetti  Frru-li.  dauiih t..T,  married  >;iniiie!  Vinto;i. .  17'^<) 

Ila.iiK.h  Viiitun,              ••                   ■•          l);n-;d  I.iutieM...V7-fO  . 

}ra:iii;.U  T.uiiielJ,             "                  "          William  CiiLai:,.  .  17^l  I 

D-horal!  Oiirti>,              "                  "          Saimiel  Va-e,  . . .  1^1-  \ 

Ibuniah  Pa-e,                  "                  '■          Kdward  < 'ole   . .    S^-Tl  1 

Adelu  |-a.,'e'.                  iH'if.',             "         i:d\vardT  noi-iiP..!--;!)  | 

.Mai'.'l  -lii-ine,         dauvduer,          "           WUlard  W"ri:4ld..l-,L'T  I 

Doruti;y  Wri^dit,             ■'  | 

John  I'eiino,  thf  f;itluT  of  Rebecca  Fenno,  nnrnJ'cr      ti 

2,  the  suppos«--d  son  of  tlie  lb;!;etca,  uuraher  1,  of  tiie      f 


Tnu-lovc^  lived  in  }>Iiltoii.  He  was  a  young  man 
while  liebecca.  scnioi'_.  was  a  middle  aged  woiuau. 
She  was  born  iu  If'.lO,  and  lie  in  lt.;29.  They  \veie 
neighbors,  :md  were  closely  associated  together; 
they  took  up  land  in  Miitou  at  the  same  time  and  the 
fact  tiuit  he  named  his  daugliter  after  licr  leads  the 
chroniclers  to  assume  that  they  were  mother  and  son. 
It  is  reasonable  to  conclude  this  was  the  case,  though 
I  liave  found  nothing  in  the  church  records  to  jirove 
absolutely  the  relationship. 

In  ICOO  John  Fenno  ^vas  g: anted  i?0  acres  of  land 
in  ■'ruquity"— as  Miitou  was  tlieu  called-he  built 
on  tins  land  immediately.  The  Dorcliester  records 
have  an  entry  like  this:  '>'\Ve  have  laid  out  and 
staked  the  way  two  rudd  and  halfe  broad,  "from  the 
meeting-house  at  unquitie,  from  Joliu  Gill's  land  and 
Robert  Redman's  land  to  John  Fenno'  iiouse  leading 
to  the  way  to  the  Blue  Hills". 

Joim  Fenno  was  a  farmer,  and  a  soldier  in  King 
I'hilin's  war  in  1G75.  He  died  in  Miitou  April  17, 
170S,  aged  79.  It  was  from  tliis  record  that  we  are 
enabled  to  calculate  the  date  of  his  birth  in  ]t';2'J.  It 
is  supposed  that  he  was  boru  in  l',nglaud,  coming  here 
with  his  mother  iu  1035.  In  his  will  dated  August, 
1702,  he  refers  to  his  property  ''in  Lancashire  iu  ye 
Realme  of  England". 

It  is  said  that  '-The  Feunos  were  an  importaut 
family  in  that  county  iu  England". 

One  of  tlie  iJiue  liiils  was  always  called  Fenno 
I'ill  until  r. .'Gently,  it  ^\'as  ciiauged  b\  the  Metropulitan 
I'ark  Commission  to  li-at  of  Kitcliamakiu  Ilill. 

Rebecca  Fenno,  se>iior.  was  granted  V'X  tiie  town 
of  Dorchester  'MJ8  acres  of  laud  in  Unqaity",  which 
two  years  after  was  incorporated  as  the  town  of 
Milton,  where  the  niimo  of  Fenno  is  still  found.  The 
church  record  stales  tliat  •'•she  was  admitf'd  into  the 
Miitou  churcii  and  tliat  she  died  June  \2.  KJ'JO,  aged, 
isu  years." 


The  Family. 

THE  FIRST  GENERATION. 
JOHN  FEKNO.  the  futi'.er  of   K*  iiecca   (wiioso   iuiti;ils 

are  the  tirst  on  llu?  old  philter)  was  "oorn  ]G'."J, 

died  1708. 

llis  children,  all  born  in  Milton,  vere: 
REBECCA,   born   Sept.   1^3.  ]GG2_.  died   July    17-11.     She 

married  Dependence  French  of  T-raintree. 
John  (2),  born   Aug.  29,  1665.     He   built   a  house   on 

Farm   Street  near   Ponkipog  Pond,  Canton,  in 

170i.     The  house  is  still  standing. 
P:iizabcth.  died  }0ung. 
Jo:>c-p!i,  born  Sept.  1,  IimO.     Of  him  his  father  wrote: 

•'•'My  son  Joseph  formerly  went  to  C;iiiada  in  an 

Expedition   against  tlie  common    enemy   .^inco 

which  lime  I  have  never  heard  of  liim." 
Benjamin,  born  Feb.  4,  1(173. 
Mary,  born  July  31,  1677,  mariied  to  James  Babcock' 

of  Milton.     They  moved  to  Conn. 
Elizabeth,  born  Mar.  31,  16S0,  married  to  John  Waido 

of  Windham,  Conn.     They  lived  in  Boston. 
Ephraim.  born  Jan.  30,  1GS2. 


THE  SECOND  GENERATION. 

RtBtCCA  FEN  NO.  born  1C>'\2,  married   K'sR  to  Depeu- 

deuce  French,  honi  Mar.  7,  IC-iS. 

CbikJren  were : 
JotiH,  born  Mar.  10^  WS'J,  married  Mary  Yiutou. 
Dependence,  boru  Apr.  15,  1G91,  married  AnnaThavcr. 
l^ebeoca,  born  .A[aj  13,  ICi'Ji,  married  John   rhajer, 

David.  )  ^    ■        1  ,T        .    -1,^^-,      r~.^ 

ELIZABETH     T  ^^^'^'^^j  '^<^^^  '^-^'"'  '*-•  16P8.     The  church 
record  states  that  they  were  "'both  born 
in   one  daye   and    hower."     Elizabeth    married 
Captain  Samuel  Vinton. 

Rebecca  Fenno  French  gave  the  platter  to  her 
second  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who  was  the  great-graud- 
mother  of  our  grandmother  Deborah  Pac;e. 

Kebecca  Fenno's  initials  are  the  tlrst  on  the  old 
platter. 

Dependence  French  was  the  sou  of  Jolm  and 
Grace  French.  He  was  born  in  164S.  He  had  four 
brothers  and  two  sisters.  When  he  married  Ilebeeca 
Fenno  he  was  a  widower,  his  tirst  wife  having  been 
Mary  Marsh  of  Brain  tree. 

He  was  a  ••'viewor  of  fences  for  Manaticutt" 
that  is,  he  was  a  surveyor  of  highways.  He  also 
'•'gathered  in  arrears  of  Towne  P.atcs"  and  \.a.-! 
'•'Tythinijinan  for  the  tov.-n  of  Braiutry".  It  is  f.n 
rec>.'rd  that  "Dependenc:;  French  as  Selectman  doe 
rtMjuire  you  in  her  niaj^'*-"^  name  to  ^varne  all  y*^ 
ffreeholders  — ".  Again  it  says:  ••Warue  }^a]l  to 
meet  at  yC  meeting  liouse  in  Brantry  on  Munday  to  do 
any  Town  buiseness  " 

Dependence  and  his  <on  bnilt  the  ••house  for  die 
Town  slock  of  Powder  and  P.ulletts." 

The  name  of  French  v,-as,  in  12'7.  spelled  ••!e 
Franc".     The    historian    savs    that  ••the    name    runs 


llirou^h  pood  families  with  and  without  Utle>." 
Arthur  French  -wa^  raised  to  the  peerage.  There  is 
raeutioued  iu  liandolph  records,  a  ''Luther  French, 
gentleman,"  also  fiimilios  of  ffrencii. 

The  birth  of  Dependence  French  is  tlius  registered: 
'•'the  Sonne  of  John  and  Grace  his  wiffe  was  borne  the 
7th  mo.  1,  lGi8."  His  father  was  born  in  England 
IGl'J.,  and  was  admitted  freeman  in  1644:.  He  resided 
in  boih  Dorchester  and  Eraintree.  ••'iO  acics  of  land 
&t  Mount  Vrollaston  were  gr.-ir.ted  him  iu  \C,?.'j  by  the 
town  of  Jiostou." 

His  grandson  lived  in  flandolph— Wales  French — 
father  of  General  John  French. 

(See  Thayer's  Memorial.) 


TKE  THIRD  GENERATION. 

ELIZABETH  FRENCH,  daughctr  ot  JJopendeiice  and 
Kt'becca  Fenno  Treucn  wc.s  bom  Mar.  i,  ICj^, 
she  married  Mar.  22,  1720  0.  S.— ivm  N".  S.  to 
'X'aptaiii  Samuel  Viuloii,  gentleuiau,"  be  v,-as 
born  May  3,  1(195. 
Children  were: 
Samiiel,  born  1721,  at  V»'oburn. 

Klizaheth,  born  1723,  married  1st  Xiles.     2nd  Mimn. 
David,  born  172,".,  married  Jxiitl'i  Damon. 
Rebecca,  born  1729,  died  young. 

Above  record  in  Woburn,  the  rest  in  Braintree. 
HANNAH,  born  1732,  June  12,  married   Aug.   2-i^  1749, 

to  David  Linfie'.d. 
Captain  John,  born  1734,  married  Hepziah  French. 
William,  died  in  infancy  ]7;V-;-9. 

Eiizabeili  French  Vinton  gave  the  platter  to  her 
third  danghter,  Hannah.  V..  V.  her  initials  are  the 
second  engraved  on  the  list. 

Captain  Samuel  Vinton  was  the  third  son  of  John 
Vinton  of  Vfoburn,  born  May  3,  1G95.  He  married 
Elizabeth  French  who  was  the  danghter  of  Depen- 
dence French,  Jr.,  and  Fiebecca  Fenno  French.  They 
were  married  in  Braintree  ^Tar.  22,  1720-1721,  0.  S. 
by  Reverend  Samuel  Niles.  Tiie  Yintons  lived  mosrly 
in  Randolph  which  then  was  the  Soutii  rreciucl  of 
Braintree.  Tlie  records  state  that  they  bought  lands 
and  that  "'Capt.  Samuel  Vinton  was  a  very  large 
landholder  " 

Ou  '-'June  1,  1743,  Samuel  Vinton  of  IWaintree, 
'•'gentleman,'  sold  13  acres  of  land  on  the  county  road 
from  Braintree  to  Eridgewater." 

A  great   many  of   his  deeds  are  recorded  in  sur- 
rounding   towns    in    Charlestown,    Bridfrewater   and 
V/oburn.     (See  Old  Braintree  Records,  Vol.  1.) 
-9- 


It  is  written  Ihnt ''Samuel  Vinton  devoted  himself 
to  agriculture."  13  is  fotLer  was  a  •''bloouier" — worlicr 
in  irou — aud  taui^ht  his  trade  to  his  sons.  He  bought 
the  Braiiitree  Iron  Works. 

"Re  wa?  a  stout,  fleshy  man/'  and  was  called 
''Stern,  sevciej  and  wealthy." 

Vinton  was  originally  a  French  name;  it  was 
borne  'uy  a  noiilemau  rive  hundred  years  ago  who  was 
canon  of  the  church  of  the  IJheims.  The  name 
appeared  in  1307.  the  time  of  Edward  II,  and  in  lOCO 
the  time  of  King  Kdward  the  Coufe--sor. 

The  first  John  Vinton  appeared  in  the  Colony 
1648,  aged  28.  llis  eldest  sou,  John,  was  born  in 
Lynn,  1650;  he  spent  his  life  in  Jiraiutrec.  When  he 
died  he  gave  to  his  son  Samuel  "live  pounds  in  pass- 
able money"  and  all  of  his  real  estate.  To  John  he 
gave  his  interest  in  the  Braintree  Iron  AVorl^s  and  his 
"silver  cup  and  one  ^ilver  spoon  flowered  ou  the 
bottom." 

John  Vinton's  family  were  originally  Huguenots 
(French  Protestants)  who  were  persecuted  by  King 
Charles  fX,  1574,  by  Henry  III  and  their  successors- 
They  fled  to  England  and  later  joined  tlie  Puritans. 

Capt.  Samu(d  Vinton  was  elected  in  Braintree  to 
office :. 

1730,  Surveyor  of  Higliways. 

1737,  Treasurer. 

173?,  Tyttiingman. 

174'J,  He  was  selected  for  "Fish  Com  tee" 

It  is  recorded  that  -'he  paid  the  iiigisest  tax  of 
any  man  in  tou-n."  His  sou  was  a  Captain  in  tiie 
Contonental  Army. 

(See  Vinton  Memorial.) 

His  wife  was  grandmother  I>i>l.orah  I'ai^e's  great- 
grandinother  of  whom  we  all  have  heard  mention. 
She  was  a  lady  in  every  .-euse  of  the  \\ord.  She 
descended  from  the  EtiLdisli  I'nritari<;.  Her  people 
were  uf  higiier   standing   than   nio-^t  of  those   about 

-10— 


her;  she  was  better  educated  than  the  most  of  her 
neighbors  and  is  spokeu  of  as  a  gentle  lady.  Slie  was 
very  \yc11  known  on  account  of  the  importarjce  of  the 
various  oiffices  held  by  her  husband.  All  this  can  be 
found  by  those  who  c.-n-e  to  look  throucjh  the  old  toivn 
books  at  the  Boston  Public  Library  or  v.t  the  I\ew 
England  Jlistorical  lioonis. 

Josiah  Vinton  married  Anne  Adams,  a  cousin  of 
President  .lolm  Adams;  they  were  close  friends  and 
it  is  written  that  ''•the  President  was  a  visitor  at 
Vintons." 

The  first  Governor  of  Massachusetts  married 
Eunice  Vinton. 

Thomas  Vinton,  brother  of  Samuel,  married 
Elizabeth  French,  he  was  said  to  have  been  a  man  of 
handsome  property,  lie  had  a  negro  slave  named 
"Toby." 

In  tiie  Vinton  record  I  find  Hannah  Vinton  men- 
tioned as  owning  ''a  massive  clothes  chest  of  solid 
oak  with  panels,  highly  ornamented  and  some /ificf-^r 
plates.''^  Also  "a  massive  oak  table  and  oak  chair  of 
anutique  pattern."  Iler  sou-in-Iavv  is  mentioned  as 
being  unusually  gifted  "possessing  Henry's  Exposition 
of  the  Bible  in  six  large  folio  volumes,  likewise 
Willard's  P.ody  of  Divinity,  books  that  \vere  not 
common  among  planters." 

Captain  John  Vinton,  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabetii, 
was  Captain  of  "Train-Bands  and  Justice  of  tiie 
Peace."  He  was  in  oQlce  under  the  King,  but  when 
trouble  began  "he  rai.-ed  companies  of  Minute  Men 
for  the  Continental  Arrny.  He  was  bold,  fearless, 
independent,  with  not  a  little  family  pride." 

"The  Braintree  Iron  Works  and  Saw-mills  were 
the  glory  of  the  Vinton  family." 

There  is  a  hill  in  Lynn  named  for  this  family, 
"Vinton  Hill." 


THE  FOURTH  GENERATION. 
HAr;NAH     ViNTON.    born    .luiw   ]2,  1732,   daughter   of 

Siirauel  and  ElizaJielL  Vinton,  mairied  Aug.  2i, 

1749,  to  David  LiutielJ. 

Children  were: 
Samuel,  born  July  28,  17".0:    died  Jan.  13,  1752. 
Lieulenanl  Davidj  born  Oct.  19,  1752.  married  Esther 

French. 
Samuel  (2),  born  April  2S,  1755,  married  IJetty  Torter. 
HANNAH,  born  Oct.  13,  1757,  married  William  Curtis 

of  Stouizhton. 
John,  boru  Dec.  1,  1759;   died  in  infancy. 
Elizabeth,   boru    April    10,    17G2,    married    Adonijah 

French 
Rebecca,  l.'orn  Oct.  1,  17C5.  married  .John  French. 
William,  married  Zilpah  Flayward. 
Benjamin,    boru   June    27,    1771,    married    Mehitable 

French. 
The    register    of    Hannah     Vinton    reads    ''y^ 
Daughter  of  Sam'^  Vintou   and    Elizabeth,  his  v.ife, 
was  boru  y*-'  12th  of  June  1732." 

Hannah  Vinton  Linfieid  gave  the  platter  to  her 
daughter  Haunah  H.  L.  her  initials  are  the  third 
engraved  upon  its  rim. 

David  Lin;ield  was  born  July  13,  173;;.  I  find  the 
name  often  spelled  Liusfield  in  the  early  days.  It 
%va>  quite  a  considerable  family,  and  mention  of  them 
is  fouud  all  through  the  records. 

David  Linfleld  was  for  ten  years  "Fence  Viewer" 
(surveyor  of  highways).  In  17C0  he  was  constable  at 
a  salary  of  forty  sh:l!ii:gs.  He  was  also  Warden  and 
"he  was  on  the  Comniittee  to  instruct  the  Kepresea- 
tative"  from  the  Town  of  Br.iincree.  Later  he  was 
again  elected  constable,  but  he  declined  and  -'-he 
—12— 


presented  Src-ar  to  serve  in  bis  stead,"  it  was  allovred, 
'•Provided  s^^  Liuiiokl  Lodge  n  Bond  willi  tLie  To^vn 
Treasurer  therein  oblidgii.g  himself  to  rddeiur.:ii\!rig 
the  Towue  from  suffering  by  the  s^  Spear's  default  in 
s*J  office,  to  sarve  in  the  insuing  yeare." 

David  Linrleld,  Jr.,  v,-as  ].ieuteuaut  iu  the  Conti- 
nental Array. 

I  might  mention  that  where  there  are  two  dates 
they  refer  to  Old  Style  and  New  Style,  when  the 
Calendar  was  ciianjied. 

Also  thai  the  i/e  which  v,e  so  frequently  see  in  old 
manuscripts  never  at  anytime  meant  simply  ye,  it  was 
a  common  abbreviation  for  thc^  tlien  in  use.  It  was 
introduced  the  same  as  we  now  so  commonly  use  ok 
for  all  correct.  Merely  a  trick  of  the  times  for  the 
sake  of  convenience. 


THE  F-IFTH   GENERATION. 

HANNAH     LirJFlELD.    dau-iiler  of   David  and  Hannah 

Linficld  man-iL'd  Wiiliani  Curii>-  of  Stovurhtun^, 

of  tiie  Major  Curtis  family,  June  !:''_,  1781. 

The  ''Intention  of  marriaire  was  entered  Mareh 

10,  17S0." 

Children  were: 
VvMlliam,  born  June  12,  17S2. 
David,  born  17S3,    (  Mrs.  Julia  Kichardf-on  of  Brockton 

thefatherof  \  Mrs.  Tourtelotte  of  Providence. 
John,  born  1784,  died  17Sr,. 

Hannah,  born  178G,  married  Jasou  Went^vorth  1805. 
John,  born  1788. 

J'phraim,  born  1790,  married  Eliza  Wales  1817. 
DHBORAH.  born  179l\.  married  Samuel   Page  March  2, 

1812, 
P>etsyj  born    1705,  married    Pev.   George    ^yinchester 

1S16. 
Dorothy,  born  1800,  married  Stephen  Holbrook  1803. 
Hannah    Linfield    Curtis    gave    the    platter   to    her 
second   daugliter,   Deborah.     Her  initials   H.  C.   are 
the  fourth. 

William  Curtis,  Jr.,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 
He  was  the  son  of  William  Curtis,  also  Jr.,  who  was 
the  son  of  William  Curtis,  Sr  ,  and  Deborah  Wales 
Curtis,  of  Stoughton,  who  married  altout  17.'1. 

De))orah  Wales  v,-as  tiie  daughter  of  I>eacon 
Thomas  Wales  born  l<'8'.i.  South  Precinct  of  Brain- 
tree,  '-he  was  Puling  PVider."  Deborah  Wales  was 
the  grand-daughter  of  Nathaniel  Wales  of  Dorcliester, 
Shipwright,  who  came  to  New  England  on  the  James 
from  Bristol  Kl^.j  with  the  Pev.  Hicl'.ar'i  Matiier.  He 
was  the  ancestor  of  the  greater  part  of  the  V/ales 
family  of  that  section. 

(See  Young's  Chronicles.) 
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THE  SIXTH  GENERATION. 

DEBORAH   CURTiS.  d;iu?htfi- of  Wiliiani   aud   Hanuah 
Curtis,  born  1702,  married  Samuel  i'ag'e,  I\Iarch 
2,  1812,  boiu  Nov.  t3_,  1700. 
Cliildren  were: 

Mary  V>.,  born  Mar.  13,  1S13,  died  in  infancy. 

Samuel  \V..  born  July  2-"^^  lyJ-t,  marrieii  i^cr^•y  Ford. 

William  T.,  "oorii  Aiip;.  li,  ISKJ,  married  ilairiet.Joues. 

Caroline  A.,  born  July  15,  LSIS,  m.arried  Abram  Joiies. 

John  B.,  born  A  n^.  U,  1820,  mar'd  {  |^^,^gSyPage. 
Charles  C,  born  Oct.  9^  1825,  married  Mary  Copelaiid. 
HANNAH  L.,  born  Aug.  26,  1S2S,  married  }v:hvard  Cole. 
Mc^e.-;  C,  born  Aug.  6,  1831,  married  Hannah  Orton. 

Deborah  Curtis  Page  gave  the  idatter  lo  her  second 
daughter,  Hannah.  Her  initials  are  of  the  lifth 
generation. 

Samuel  Page — our  grandfather — was  the  son  of 
Charlee  Page,  born  1750,  0.  S.  Ills  grandfather  wa3 
Thomas  Page.    His  mother  was  Mary  Wales, born  1771. 

In  one  of  the  letters  of  Charles  Page  he  tells  of  a 
lady  who  rode  over  from  Walpole  to  Stoughtou  on 
horseback  to  see  him  that '-'She  had  a  number  of 
freckles  and  a  gre:it  deal  of  gentility." 

Cliarles  was  the  one  who  was  always  calied 
Governor  Page,  for  what  reason  we  do  not  know.  I 
heard  that  he  was  talked  of  for  nomination  (in  his 
own  town).  Aunt  Hannah  told  me  tliat  -'^Iie  was  at 
one  time  voted  for."  Probable  it  was  some  tosvn 
issue  that  gave  him  the  title  which  did  not  belong  to 
hirn. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  descendants  of  this  couple 
I  hope  to  !;e  aV'lc  to   !ini.-h   out    the   lino  of   the  Page 
family  back  to  Colonial  times. 
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Sfimutl  Page  was,  for  yera'Sj  a  devout  member  of 
the  Orthodox  church.  He  had  au  exemplary  life.  He 
devoted  his  time  to  agricultural  pursuits.  Pa;?e 
Street  which  ruus'  from  i>o;lh  from  Avon  tovrar^Is 
Stoughtoii  wi'.s  uamed  for  him.  1  have  a  few  p.iclures 
left  of  the  old  homestead  aud  shall  be  pleased  to  send 
copies  to  those  descendants  who  may  carvj  fcr  tliem. 

The  name  Wales,  you  \\ill  observe,  b-elougs  to 
both  brauches  of  the  family.  William  Curtis,  senior,, 
married  Deborah  Wales,  graudiiarents  of  Dthiorah 
Curtis  Page,  and  Mary  Wales  married  Charles  Page, 
parents  of  Samuel  Page. 

Charles  Page,  father  of  Samuel  Page,  was  born  Mar. 
28,  1750,  O.  S.;   he  died  Jau.  2,  ISCA.     He  mar- 
ried Mary  Wales,  born  Feb.  20,  i:71;   she  died 
Sept.  12,  180G. 
CliiUlri;n  were: 
Rebecca,  born  177G,  married  Samuel  Talbot. 
Hannah,  horn  177S,  married  Tlmraas  Tvilman. 
Betsy,  born  1780,  unmarried. 
Charles,  born  1784,  unmarried,  died  1841. 
Folly,  born  17  -,  married  Joseph  Tolnian. 
SAMUEL,  born  Nov.  G,  1790,  married  Deborah  Curtis, 

Mar.  2,  1S12. 
William,  born  1709,  married  Esther  Spear. 
Joanna,  born  180G,  married  Ezekiel  Holmes,  died  ISS-t. 
A  clock  belonging  to  Charles  Paae  is  still  in  exis- 
tence and  in  good  condition.  At  his  death  it  passed 
into  the  !;ands  of  his  youngest  son,  William,  who 
married  Esther  Spear.  From  him  it  went  to  his  sod 
Elisha  who  married  Almira  Wightman,  sister  of  the 
then  Mayor  of  Boston.  At  the  death  of  Mr.-  l^lisha 
Page  it  became  the  property  of  her  dauL'hter,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Paire,  who  resided  in  Dorciu-.-ter.  At  he- 
death  in  i;)02,  it  was  given  to  her  tirother,  Kii.vha  P.-ise 
of  Richbiirg.  North  ].):ikota,  who  also  lias  the  old 
i.imilv  Bih'ie  liclongiug  to  that  branch  of  the  family. 


Thomas  Tage,  father  of  Charles  Poge  ;\nd  grandfathir 
of   SiUii'jel.  (our  graiidftLibpr)  \vas    married  to 
Sarah  Kobbius  17—. 
Ciiildreu  were: 

CHARLES,  who  ir.arried  Mary  Y\"tilpj-,  born  1750. 

T ho  mas. 

Joseph. 

Ebenc'zer,  died  youDg. 

Libbeus,  married  Sussaiiiiah  • ~. 

Sally,  married Rhoads. 

roily,  raarried "WeWs. 

Anna,  married Eilis. 

Lieutcnaut   Pai-e,  the  aucestor  of    these  (: 

records  state)  ">Yas  a  geiulemau  of  ability  aud 

a   full-bottomed    MiLT."'      One    record    savs    tl: 


married  the  dauijhter  of  Elder  Erev^ster.  but 
Lot  been  able  to  verify  this  statement. 


:o  t!:c 
vrore 
at  he 
[  have 


William  Thomas  Eaire,  the  second  son  of  Sanriel 
and  Deborali  Page  wrote  some  very  beautiful  poems. 
He  wrote  many  odes  for  the  various  church  celebra- 
tions. His  eldest  daughter  is  Mrs.  W.  F.  Maltby  of 
Stoughton.  She  has  a  son  Elmer  who  is  in  business 
T^-ith  his  father.  The  oldest  son  of  William  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Bull  Pun  and  died  in  New 
York.  His  fourth  sou,  Warren,  is  a  prosperous 
physician  in  Providence.  He  left  two  other  scr.s. 
Elmer  and  Andrew,  who  bear  tlie  rejiUtation  fur 
honesty  and  integrity  tliat  belouL's  to  the  descendants 
of  the  Puritans.  Andrew's  eldest  son  came  home  to 
die  after  having  served  witli  the  arrny  at  Maniiia, 
His  younu'est  daugiiter  was  a  lovely  C'hristian  charac- 
ter; she  died  in  early  wonuuihood  leaving  two 
children.  Her  sou  is  at  present  in  tlie  U.  S.  Army 
in  tfie  Piiilippiues.  Granville,  tlie  third  sou,  died 
young  leaving  a  widow  and  children. 
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The  third  son  of  Samuel  aud  i:)eboiah  Page  was 
John  IJrooks.  Ho  niovijd  with  his  family  to  New 
York  aiid  was  established  in  business.  He  was  a 
successful  merchant  as  well  as  aCliristian  <;entlemau. 
His  eldest  son,. Tohn,  settled  in  business  in  Providence. 
The  second  sou,  P.artlett,  entered  into  partnership 
with  his  father  and  still  continues  at  the  old  place  a 
successful  merchaiit;  he  has  a  daur-ihter  Lillian,  who 
is  a  leading  worker  in  the  \V.  C.  T.  U.  of  New  York. 
Samuel,  the  third  son,  died  young,  leaving  a  v/idow 
and  two  daughters.  The  youngest  son,  T.  C,  is  in 
business  ii\  Florence,  Massacliusetts,  and  has  two 
daughters.  The  daughter  of  bis  second  wife,  Mrs. 
Captain  P'ish,  died  young  leaving  one  daughter, 
Manilla. 

Charles  Curtis  Page  moved  his  family  to  the  far 
west  and  is  now,  at  this  date  (1902),  the  ouly  living 
child  of  Samuel  and  Deborah  Page  of  Stoughton. 
Charles  had  two  children,  and  is  now  in  Kansas. 

Moses  Curtis  Page,  the  youngest  son  of  the  old 
couple,  moved  to  Colorado.  He  had  four  sous  and 
three  daughters.  His  sons  settled  on  land  in  Colo- 
rado. One  of  his  daughters  is  teaching  school  in  that 
sta^e;  another  is  living  in  Massachusetts,  having 
married  Elmer  Porter  of  Brockton. 

The  eldest  daughter,  Caroline,  married  Abram 
Jones  of  Canton.  They  had  two  children.  Augusta, 
■who  died  young  and  unmarried.  The  sou,  Abram, 
also  died  in  the  prime  of  manhood;  he  left  a  widow 
a!id  two  children.  His  son  Charles  is  in  business  in 
Stoughton,  and  the  dauLrhter,  Mabel,  is  one  of 
Stoughton's  school  teachers.  She  lias  accomplished 
a  great  deal  in  an  educational  way, 

Hannah,  tlie  youngest  daugiitcr  of  Deborah  Page. 
married  Edward  Cole  and  spent  licr  life  in  Stoughton. 
She  died  leaving  no  children. 

Samuel  Wales  Page,  the  oldest  son  of  Samuel  and 
Deborah  Page,  was  born  July  2S,  ISU.     He  died  in 
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1874.  He  led  an  exemplary  life  and  was  highly 
respected  by  all  who  kiKW  him.  lie  retained  close 
conneelion  ^Yitll,  the  church  throughout  his  entire  life. 
He  was  prosperous  and  was  ever  a  helpful  aud  willing 
friend  to  his  younger  brothers  aud  their  families. 
His  loss  was  deeply  mourned.  His  widow,  Betsy 
Ford  PagC;  lived  v.ith  her  t'.s'o  children  in  Sc,  Louis. 
She  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  S3_,  having  high 
standing  in  the  church  circles  with  which  she  had 
beeu  closely  associated.  During  her  life  in  the  "West 
she  ^•.■a3  identified  with  the  teraper.'.nce  movement, 
and  during  the  Civil  War  she  labored  to  relieve  the 
suffcriug  soldiers  in  the  various  hospitals  about  St. 
Louis. 


THE  SEVENTH  GENERATION. 

Hannah  Linfisld  Fsge.  doughter  of  Samuel  and 
Deborah  Pa'_{e,is  the  SL'.veuth  in  line  froin  John  Ftuno 
of  Milton.  She  inanied  Edward  Cole  of  Stoughlon, 
and  died  childless. 

Her  iniiial?  are  H.  L.  C.  and  are  the  next  in  line 
on  the  pI-iiK.-r.  As  there  were  no  children  of  this 
union  the  pialter  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  only 
daugiitcr  of  her  eldest  brother -Adela,  dauirhter  of 
Samuel  Wales  Faire.  '1  his  is  tiie  first  break  in  the 
direct  maternal  line  since  the  daughter  of  John  P'eniio 
had  her  initials  carved  on  the  old  heirloom. 

This  gives  to  the  platter  an  unbrol^"eu  iuiieritance 
from  lG29j  the  earliest  date  that  we  can  autheuticale, 
to  the  present  date  of  transfer  1902. 


Samuel  Wales  Page  married  in  1S38  Betsy  Ford 
of  Foxboro.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Harvey  Ford, 
a  descendant  of  the  Fords  of  Pembroke.  The  family 
united  with  the  Howlands,  William  Ford  having 
married  Lucena  Howland  who  was  a  descendant  of 
John  Howland  of  the  Maytlower.  Harvey  Ford's 
father  was  with  General  Washington  during  the  winter 
at  Voll-y  For_'e.  I  have  a  letier  written  l)y  iiini  just 
afttjr  that  frightful  winter  v,-rieu  those  grand  old  men 
suffered  so  much.  r..'}fore  he  left  home  William  Ford 
had  a  foundry,  ami  was  exj^eiled  from  the  Quaker 
meeting  because  he  made  slsoes  for  the  soldier's 
horses.  He  then  enlisted  and  liie  records  at  Pem- 
broke state  that  he  made  shoes  for  tiie  horses  of 
General  Wa>liington.  After  the  privations  of  that 
winter  he  came  home  to  find  id^  trade  ruined  from  ids 
having  been  in  the  service,  and  al>o,as  the  Pembroke 
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records  show,  the  town  treasurer,  Elislia  Tubbs^  had 
ab.<eo)jded  with  the  town  funds  and  Vrilliam  Ford 
v>as  on  his  l.iond,  he  tlierefore  inade  i^ood  the 
anKnint  lost  to  tlie  town.  Sliortly  after  tliis.  Ids  iron 
foundry,  where  he  made  the  horse  shoes  and  nails, 
'•'as  \vell  as  plongii^  and  hoes."  was  btirued  to  the 
ground.  lie  tinislied  his  life  in  disappointment.  I 
mention  these  to  sliow.  to  emphasize  strongly,  and 
bring  before  the  younger  ireueration  th.e  knowledge 
of  the  goodness,  viriue  and  stren':rtl)_,  tlie  suiirerne 
integrity  and  faitii  in  these  stalwart,  sturdy  sons  of 
the  Puritans  from  wliom  we  are  descended.  Life  -was 
so  serious  to  them.  It  was  all  duty,  to  their  families, 
to  their  country  and  to  their  God,  and  their  lives 
were  glorious. 


In  the  next  generation    the   children  of   Samuel  and 

Jk'tsy  Ford  Page  were: 
Harvey   Samuel,  born   1830,  married   iu   St.  Louis   to 

Helen  Ayers. 
Luthera  Elizabeth,  died  iu  infancy. 
Franceua  Betsy,  died  in  childiiood. 
Adela    Frances,  born    LS4:.5,   married   in    St.  Louis   to 

Edward  D.  Tnorne. 
Harvey  Samuel  Page,  the  eldest  child,  served  in 
tiie  civil  war  for  three  years  and  four  months.  He 
escaped  with  his  life  but  the  exposure  and  privations 
destroyed  his  liealih  and  he  has  never  been  fu'ly 
restored.  He  w;is  iu  the  ijattles  of  Vieksburg,  Ciiam- 
pion  Hills,  laka.  Corinth,  Farmington,  and  about  seven 
other-  iu  which  the  2i\'A\  Missouri  was  engaged.  He 
was  distinguished  for  bravery  at  tlie  battle  of  Cham- 
pion Hills.  It  was  a  hard  and  closely  fought  battle. 
Harvey  was  serving  as  Sergeant  Major.  Tiie  regiment 
was  badly  cut  up,  the  field  otlicers  were  killed,  and 
under  a  shower  of  siiot  he  passed  and  re-passed  wdien 
all   around   him  were   fal'duH:,  getting   the    regiment 


to^rcther,  aud  pL-'ciug  it  uuder  the  coramand  of  the 
ranking  Ctiptaisi,  who  himself  did  not  i-iuow  that  his 
Colonel  had  been  killed.  This  account  is  on  the 
Descriptive  List  of  Sergeant  Page  at  Wasliingtou. 
The  medal  of  honor  be^to^Yed  by  a  grateful  govern- 
ment upon  our  brave  boys  for  such  deeds  as  this 
stand  forth  to  testify  to  their  honor  and  courage. 
Of  deeds  such  as  this  we  are  proud. 

Harvey  Samuel  aud  Heleu  Avers  Page  had  two 
children,  Clar:>dcl],  who  died  in  intancj;  Lois  Betsy, 
named  for  her  two  grandmothers,  is  promineat  In 
musical  circles  in  St.  Louis,  having  been  graduated  in 
music.     She  is  actively  engaged  in  church  work. 

Adela  Page,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Betsy 
Ford  Page,  was  boru  in  Stoughton,  at  the  home  of 
her  grandfather.  The  home  of  her  parents  was 
Roxbury,  now  Boston  Highlands,  where  they  lived 
many  years.  She  married  Edward  D.  Chase  Tiiorne 
of  Ohio;  they  reside  now  in  St.  Louis.  The  family 
of  Thorne  was  from  Philadelphia.  Edward  Thome's 
mother  was  a  sister  of  Eeubeu  Chase  of  Ohio:  they 
belonged  to  the  same  family  with  Chief  Justice  Chase 
of  Ohio.  They  came  originally  from  Connecticut. 
This  branch  descended  from  Peubeu  Chase  of  Nan- 
tucket, one  of  the  first  officers  of  the  Continental 
Navy  (before  it  was  called  a  navy).  He  served  with 
Paul  Jones  ou  the  Bon  Homme  Klchard  in  the  battle 
with  the  Serapis  in  English  waters,  wlien  they  took 
the  English  man-of-war  as  a  prize.  He  was  another 
one  of  those  grand  old  men  whom  we  all  delight  to 
honor;  tiiey  were  gems  ou  tiie  pages  of  American 
Historv. 


THE  EIGHTH  GENERATION. 

AUELA  pffiE  THORNE  and  Edward,  her  husband,  hsd 
one  child,  Mnbel  Thorne,  vrho  married  James 
Willard  Writrht  of  Ohio. 

Adeia  Patje  Thorne  wiis  educated  in  M;iP?acliu- 
setts.  She  has  all  her  life  beeu  a  busy  writer. 
She  !;as  doue  much  literary  woik  aud  hopes  to  leave 
behijid  her.  books  tliai  will  be  a  credit  to  the  family. 
Her  Christian  life  is  expressed  in  tlie  v.-ork  she  did  iu 
St.  Louis  during  the  cholera,  and  also  iu  mission 
work  iu  which  she  has  been  actively  engaged  with  her 
her  mother,  her  brother,  his  wife  and  daughter. 

Her  initials  A.  P.  T.  are  now  placed  upon  the 
platter  following  out  line  of  inheritance.  The  vener- 
able heirloom  she  gave  to  her  only  daughter,  Mabel 
D.  Thorne. 


THE  NINTM  GENEf^ATION, 

fi^AoSL  THOrJKE  \v;-.i  born  in  St.  Louis  where  she 
vras  educated.  After,  leaving  the  High  School  she 
attended  tlie  Art  Scliool  and  the  Con.^ervatory  of 
Mu^ic.  Later  she  entered  the  Mnuticello  Seininary. 
She  isdistiiiu-uished  chielly  by  those  Christian  domestic 
vutues  that  best  become  a  v.-onian  as  daiufnter,  wife 
and  mother. 

She  married  James  Willard  V/right  of  Ohio.  Tfie 
Wrigut  family  came  from  J'altimore.  The  mother  of 
Willard  Wright  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Jesse 
Thompson  of  Massachusetts,  who  moved  West  early 
in  life.  The  New  England  strain  seems  to  have  been 
preserved  throughout  the  entire  family.  ])r.  Thomp- 
son Mas  V,  idely  knovs'u  as  a  man  of  Icaruing  and 
prominence.  His  kindness,  geucrosits'  end  great 
charity  v,-on  the  affection  of  his  neighbors,  as  his 
ability  as  1  surgeon  won  the  admiration  andcoutidence 
of  the  people  of  Southern  Ohio.  His  grandson,  Dr. 
Thompson  Wright,  succeeded  him  in  his  practice. 
The  latter  was  Brigade  Surgeon  during  the  late  war 
with  Spain. 
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THE  TENTH  GENERATION. 

DOROTHY  PAGE  VVtUGUT.  the  little  maid  who  has 
been  given  to  us  lately,  is  the  daughter  of  J.  Willard 
and  Mabel  Thorne  V.'rii^ht  of  St.  Louis.  The  little 
lady  has  not  l.^een  with  ns  leg,  but  she  adds  one  more 
name  to  the  long  list  which  we  are  leaniiug  to  revere. 
Its  the  earnest  prayer  of  her  grandmother  that  slie 
may  inherit  ail  tiiat  was  good  and  noble  in  this  long 
line  of  the  ladies  of  the  Page  family. 

Doioli-iy  Wright  is  the  present  bolder  of  the 
platter  and  the  last  to  have  her  name  engraven  on  the 
genealogical  list,  in  1902. 

The  exact  date  of  the  first  engraving  on  the  platter 
is  not  known  definitely;  hut  Rebecca  Fenno  was  born 
240  years  ago.  Her  grandmother,  the  elder  L'ebecca 
Fenno,  was  born  292  years  ago.  Vrhether  the  platter 
belonged  to  her  mother  or  ker  grandmother  is  not 
known,  but  it  is  known  that  all  the  metal  good?  and 
china  used  in  the  old  colonies  were  brought  over  by 
the  Pilgrims  from  England.  During  the  tirst  one 
hundred  years  there  were  no  manufactories  of  any 
sort  there— no  skilled  workers  in  precious  metals,  no 
artisans.  It  is  necessary  to  believe  that  the  articles 
in  use  were  brought  by  the  different  families  each  for 
its  own  use  *,nd  convenience. 

We  shall  probably  never  know  the  exact  age  of 
our  old  platter, but  antiquarians  know  when  this  style 
of  platter  was  first  made,  how  they  were  made  and 
where.  It  is  logical  to  assume  tiiat  ours  belongs  to 
the  same  date  as  the  others.  There  arc  many  that 
have  been  preserved  in  the  various  historical  rooms. 
I  am  told  that  they  are  a  mixture  of  silver  and  pewter. 
It  is  the  v,-ish  of  the  entire  farnilv  that  the  platter 
be  preserved  as  a  legacy.  It  should  pass  from  mother 
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to  daugliler.  If  tiiere  «lion!d  he  a  break  in  the  lino  of 
descent,  it  rau-st  revert  to  the  oldest  dan^lUer  of  the 
eldest  son,  in  order  to  keep  the  line  as  near  perfeet 
as  possible. 

The  platter  has  lately  been  engraved  up  to  date 
1!}02,  with  a  brief  history  added  so  the  venerable 
record  may  never  be  lost.  It  also  has  had  engraved, 
upon  the  face,  a  very  handsome  copy  of  the  coat-of- 
arms  of  the  Page  family.  Except  for  the  space 
required  for  the  new  names  and  the  crest_,  the  old 
coloring  h.as  been  carefully  preserved  by  the  jeweler. 
'J'here  has  been  a  laru'c  price  offered  for  the  old  relic 
since  it  has  been  decorated,  but  it  is  needles?  to  say 
that  it  never  will  be  owned  by  any  one  outside  of  the 
family. 

CONDENSED  R'ECORD. 

1— IB'iy,  John  FenDo.  sujaiosed  ioii  of  I'.L'becca  Fenno,  Senior. 

2 — Itebccca  Ft'nuo,.Juui(jr,in:u'ned  liis'<,  Dependence  French. 

3— Elizabeth  French,  '•        l'>><,  Samuel  Vintou. 

4— Hannah  Vinton,  "        174ti,  David  Liulield. 

5— Hannah  Linfield,  "        17s),  William  Curtis. 

fi— Deborali  Curtis,  "        1S12,  Samuel  Fuse. 

7— Hunnah  Page,  .  "        1871,  Kdwaid  Cole. 

8— Adela  Page,  "        1870,  Edward  Thome. 

9— Mabel  Thorne,  "         1897,  Willaid  Wriphr. 

lu— Dorothy  "Wright. 

It  was  a  great  •  temptation  to  me  to  claim  the 
eleven  generations,  instead  of  ten,  for  all  circnin- 
stances  go  to  show  that  Rebecca  Fenno  uf  the  Truelove 
was  really  the  <rraudmothcr  of  our  lb  becca  Fenno, 
but  In  making  out  this  record  I  haxe  adliered  to  the 
rule  to  insert  oidy  tiiat  which  actually  is  proven  by 
the  records  given. 

In  the  year  1'130  Francis  irmgin-^on.  of  Lond.on, 
made  out  a  "crrialo-jae  of  <ucli  nct-df'il  t:\i:igs  as 
every  planter  dotii  or  ou<;ht  to  provide  to  go  to  New 
England/'  viz:  "Household  implements:  1  iron  pot, 
1  kettle,   1  frying-pan,   1  gridiron,  2  skillets,  platLfrs, 


dishe?,  ?pooi!Sj  trenchers,"  etc.  As  none  of  the<e 
articles  could  be  made  in  Neiv  Enelnud,  there  bc-iEiT 
uo  manufactories  at  thot  date,  they  all  were  reiii:ired 
to  h:ive  beeu  secured  in  EDpland  before  passage  Mas 
taken. 

In  a  list  of  this  sort  our  old  platter  must  have 
come,  arid  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  it  came 
with  the  Fenuo  family  in  whose  possession  we  first 
find  it.  It  must  havu  beeu  prized,  even  id  those 
primitive  days,  since  the  o^s'ners  took  the  trouble  to 
I'.ave  it  en^'raved  by  a  jevj-eler. 

A  prominent  jeweler  examined  the  letters  through 
a  glas.s  aud  pronounced  them  as  •'•having  been  done 
with  a  fine  pointed  jeweler's  tool."  Au  expert  hand- 
ler of  metals  told  me  that  the  platter  was  wrougiit  by 
hand.  It  was  hammered  out  aud  shaped  by  an  expert 
silversmith,  one  who  worked  upon  the  precious 
met:- Is.  Tlsere  are  no  v,-orkTnt"j.  he  says,  whose  haiids 
are  now  trained  to  hammer  metal  into  shape  v.'iih 
such  wonderful  precision.  None  skilled  sufficiently 
to  shape  with  a  mere  hammer,  an  article  like  our  old 
platter. 


A  Pa.rtial  List  of  the  Books  Consulted. 

Braiutree  Town  Records. 
Milton  Town  Kecords. 

.     Dorchester  Town  Kecoids. 

Wonder  Working  rruvidt-nce  by  Johnson,  1C12. 

Vinton  Memorial. 

Thaver  Memorial. 

History  of  Mar.-hficld. 

History  of  Sciluaie  by  Deaae. 

History  of  Concord  by  Sliattuck. 

History  of  Framingham  b}'  Barry. 

Wintlirop's  .Tournai. 

Genealogical  Dictionary  bv  Savage. 

List  of  Kmiixrauts  from  ItiOO  to  1700  by  Hotten. 

Lelund's  Itinerary— time  of  Hesiry  Viil. 

The  V/intou  Doomsday— time  of  King  Edward. 


These  atid  various  others  of  uot  so  much  impor- 
tonce  can  can  be  seen  at  the  Historical  Rooms  on 
Somerset  Street^  Bostou,  v/here  a  very  Iodi;  list  of 
books  can  be  obtaioed  that  bear  on  this  subject. 

I  found  part  of  this  data  in  the  Bostou  Public 
Library,  tlie  rest  in  various  places,  in  the  State  House 
Archives,  and  iu  the  New  England  Genealogical 
Hooms,  consulting  various  biographies,  famiiy  his- 
tories, town  histories  and  county  records.  I  also 
visited  several  professional  genealogists,  and  found 
considerable  material  in  Brockton,  Dorciiester, 
Milton,  Kandolpli  and  Braintree,  and  strange  to  say, 
I  found  in  the  Mercantile  Library  of  St.  Louis,  a  copy 
cf  the  Vinton  Memorial,  which  contains  the  date  of 
grandmother's  marriage  and  other  items  of  her  family 
that  I  .vas  searching  for.  Tiie  published  records  are 
mainly  taken  from  the  probate,  and  registry  deeds, 
also  church  lecords.  I  consulted  in  Suffolk  county, 
before  there  was  any  Norfolk.  In  Stougiitou,  Avon, 
and  Randolph  when  it  was  a  part  of  Braintree.  '-The 
Old  Braintree  Records"  contain  much  data  about  our 
family  in  early  days. 

If  one  has  time  it  is  quite  possible  to  trace  out 
with  accuracy  almost  any  family  line  to  the  Buritau 
days.  The  old  records  were  well  kept  even  back  to 
the  founding  of  the  Plymouth  Colony.  ^Lany  of  the 
ship  records  are  preserved.  If  one  crossed  the  water 
it  would  not  be  dilVicult  to  trace  still  further  back,  fur 
the  church  records  are  faithfully  kept  there  in  the 
old  countries. 

I  hope  sometime  to  be  able  to  prove  that  it  was 
John  Fenno's  mother  who  came  over  in  tlie  Truelove. 
I  hope  to  go  to  the  water's  edge  wiierc  they  all  landc-d 
on  old  New  England  soil. 

It  may  bo  intcresiing  to  give  >ou  tlie  account  as 
it  stands  on  the  reu'ister. 

Rebecca  Fenno,  senior,  from  I^ondon  with  Robert 
Dennis,  Master  of  the  Truelove.     Her  name  is  on  the 


ship's  list  as  having  embnrqued  on  the  third  voyage 
of  that  ship.  I  copy  this  from  the  English  Eegister; 
it  reads: 

'-'y^  Fassiiigers  vv<^^i  Passed  from  y^  Port  cf 
London  for  cue  whole  yeareKndiLige  at  Xp  ™^-'  1G35." 

Again  is  recorded : 

''These  underwritten  names  are  to  be  transported 
to  the  Bormoodes  or  Somer  Islands  einbarqued  in  the 
Truelove,  in  Loudon,  Kobert  Dennis,  Master,  being 
examined  by  the  minister  at  Gravesend  concerning 
their 'conformitie  to  the  orders'  that  is,  the  discipline 
of  the  Church  of  England." 

Those  who  went  to  the  Lermudas,  as  w-ell  as 
those  who  went  to  New  England,  ^vere  compelled  to 
''take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  supremacie  also 
conformable  to  order  and  discipline  of  the  church  of 
Ensland  as  it  now  stands  established." 


The  Oath  of  Allegiance. 

"Oath  of  A  Leagauce  and  Fidelity. 

You  doe  snare  upon  the  Holy  Evangelist  contained 
in  this  book  to  bare  true  faith  and  Alegiance  to  cur 
Soveraing  Lord  King  Charles  and  his  Successors  and 
to  be  true  and  faithful  to  their  Lords  propryetors 
their  Successors  and  the  governor  of  this  Province  of 
as  long  as  you  shall  continue  an  Inhab- 
itant under  the  same  V'.-ithoni  any  Equivocation  or 
Mental  Keservalion  whatsoever  and  so  help  you  God." 

This  oath  was  exacted  of  all  the  early  Puritans. 
who  sailed  directly  from  London.  It  was  to  escape 
this  oath  that  hundreds  secretly  lied  to  Holland  and 
shipped  from  the  ports  there.  Many  were  punished 
for  refu-al  and  were  obliged  to  hide  themselves  until 
they  could  make  good  their  escape  to  Leydcn,  or 
some  neiirhborin::  j^ort  from  which  they  could  depart 
in  freedom  and  peace. 


Register, 
There  follows  in  tlie  register  uu  entry  like  this: 
•'•'A  ])ooke  oi   Kiitree  for  ras:;cnger:i  by  ye  coin- 
missioD  pa.-siiiii  beyond  the  Seaf^*'  sailiug  for  the  New 
England  Colonies, 

lu  this  passenger  list  is  this  insertion  : 
'^•'Kebecca   Fenner  ycres  25,  XIX  Sept  1C35.     Ye 
port  of  Loudon." 

(This  can  be  seen  at  the  Boston  I'ublic  Library.) 

There    is,  by   the   way,  a  family  of   the   uame   of 

Page   ou   this   same    ship   on   this   voyaj;e.     "Joseph 

Page    and    his   wife    and    three    children    with    two 

servants." 

These  lists  were  faithfully  l  ept  where  it  was 
possible  but  it  is  very  incomplete  because  so  raany 
VN'ere  compelled  to  leave  tlieir  homes  secretly  on 
account  of  the  prevailing  persecutions.  .Men  wi;o 
refused  to  take  their  oath  of  allegiance  and  men  liable 
to  the  paymtnl  of  subsidy  to  the  crown  also  left 
secretly.  Most  of  the  original  Scroosby  Congregation 
from  Nottinghamshire,  the  English  home  of  Puritan- 
ism, finally  reached  Holland,  spending  one  year  in 
.\msterdara  and  eleven  in  Leyden  before  coming  to 
America. 

I  quote  from  the  historian  Green  to  show  that  the 
class  of  men,  v,iio  were  ancestors  of  the  Puritans, 
were  men  of  whom  we  can  be  mure  proud  than  as 
though  they  brought  a  meaningless  string  of  empty 
titles  nith  tlicrn.     He  says: 

'•■J'hf-y  uere  not  broken  adventurers,  nor  bank- 
rupts, uor  criminals,  nor  simply  poor  men  and 
artisans.  They  were  in  great  jnirt,  men  of  the 
professional  and  m'.udle  classes,  some  of  tbria  men  of 

large  landed  estates,  some  zealous  clergymen" 

. . .  ;  ''some  shrewd  London  lawyers  or  young  scholars 

from  Oxford" '"all   driven   forth   froui  their 
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fatherland,  not  by  earthly  -^a  ;i!U,  nor  by  the  lust  of 
adventure,  but  by  the  fear  of  God  and  tiie  zeal  for  a 
godly  Avorship." 

Therefore  it  is  considered  that  to  be  descended 
from  the  Puritan  piK'rims  is  to  inherit  a  truer  nobilily 
Ihau  to  be  dejcended  from  a  line  of  kings,  for  ours  is 
a  nobility  founi.led  on  virtue, 

It  m.'iy  be  interestinu  to  <:lance  over  the  following 
table,  to  take  into  consideration  the  number  of 
ancestors  that  each  one  has  in  eight  lineal  generations. 
Not  the  collateral,  such  as  aunts,  uncles  or  cousins, 
nor  brothers  and  sisters,  but  simply  the  direct  par- 
ental line. 

Each  person  has : 

2 parents 

4 grand-parents 

8 grcat-grand-}.arcuts 

10 great-greaf-giand-parents 

82 ..great-great-great-grand-parents 

Gtr great-great-great-greut-grand-parents 

123 great-great-great-great-great-graiid-purents 

2oG..great-grcat-great-great-great-great-grand-parents 

510  ancestors  in  all,  in  the  eight  generations. 

Among  the  records  are  many  interestiug  items 
which  add  to  the  picture  of  the  times: 

"Selestmen  of  Braiutree  met  to  draw  up  a  bylav; 
for  the  prevention  of  doses  coming  into  the  meeting 
liou>e  in  time  of  Public  Worship." 

"Publisliment  of  marriages  was  set  upon  the 
foreside  of  tiie  most  Pui^lick  Poors  of  the  meeting 
house." 

''Meeting  of  tiie  fi'reeiioiders  of  Brantry"  ;  — -'to 
determine  whether  Hogirs  may  run  at  large  witiiin 
said  Towne." 

Johnie  cake  v/as  oriirinrtliy  called  journey-cake. 

Pumpkins  were  ponipiuris. 

Succotash  was  sukquttahliasa. 
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